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Advent Day of Reflection 

   7:45 am     LOTH 

   8:00am      Opening Prayer   

                     Welcoming/Fellowship                        

   8:15-11:30     Advent Reflection  

   12:05 pm       Mass 

 

      Next Gathering January 7, 2023 

 

Website:   

stpadrepioofs.com 

 

The Good News 

Jesus, although you are God, you hid 

yourself in Mary's womb to come into the 

world. May we see you hiding in          

everyone we encounter and grow in our 

ability to recognize ourselves as one    

family. In this season of joyful hope, help 

us believe in the possibility of a more 

charitable world that will overcome       

polarization and brokenness. Give us the 

grace to patiently listen to others as we 

wait in joyful hope for your coming. 

Transform our minds and our hearts to 

see our neighbors and our world as you 

do. Set aflame our hearts to tirelessly 

bring about your kingdom where all will 

find peace. Amen.   

Source:  USCCB 

Volume 15                                                                                                                                                                                                        Issue 24 



T H E  F I R S T  N A T I V I T Y  C R I B  
Our celebration of Christmas should be about the day Earth ’s humanity met with Heaven’s        
Divinity. ‘The Word made flesh and dwelt amongst us’. It wasn’t just the fact that Jesus came to 
Earth, it was the way he did it — with humility, poverty of self, love, acceptance and an open    
invitation to us. All he wants is for us to follow his example to our Heavenly Father.  

Today to help us focus on the stable at Bethlehem we might set up a nativity Scene with Mary,  
Joseph, the shepherds with their sheep, the Wise Men and the infant Son of God in a manger. It 
was St Francis who in December 1223 created the first ever nativity scene not in a church but in a 
cave in Greccio, Italy. “I want to do something that will recall the memory of that Child who was 
born in Bethlehem, to see with bodily eyes the inconveniences of his infancy, how he lay in the 
manger, and how the ox and ass stood by.” (St Bonaventure) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artwork by Benozzo Gozzoli from a fresco series titled the “Life of Francis’ to be found in the Franciscan monastery church in   
Montefalco painted during 1450-1452 

 “There Simplicity was honoured, Poverty exalted, Humility commended; and of Greccio there was 
made as it were a new Bethlehem. The night was lit up as the day, and was delightful to men and 
beasts … [Francis] stood before the manger, full of sighs, overcome with tenderness and filled 
with wondrous joy. The solemnities of Mass were celebrated over the manger, and the priest      
enjoyed a new consolation.” (Thomas of Celano) 

It was through these visual and tactile aids that Francis hoped and helped others to feel and know 
how Jesus entered the world, in God-chosen poverty and simplicity. This is part of Francis ’ own 
charism of simple, holy poverty, smallness of self and a true love of Jesus. Francis didn ’t just 
want to imitate Christ he wanted to be as Jesus, to live in the light of God, as a Child of God.  
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O Virgin of Guadalupe, 
Mother of the Americas, 
grant to our homes the grace of loving 
and respecting life in its beginnings, 
with the same love with which 
you conceived in your womb 
the life of the Son of God. 
Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mother of Fair Love, 
protect our families so that 
they may always be united 
and bless the upbringing of our children. 

Our hope, look upon us with pity, 
teach is to go continually to Jesus, 
and if we fall 
help us to rise again and return to Him 
through the confession of our faults 
and our sins in the Sacrament of penance, 
which gives peace to the soul. 

We beg you to grant us a great love 
of all the holy Sacraments, 
which are, as it were, 
the signs that your Son left us on earth. 
Thus, Most Holy Mother, 
with the peace of God in our consciences, 
with our hearts free from evil and hatred, 
we will be able to bring to all others 
true joy and peace, 
which come to us from your Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

- (Pope John Paul II.) 

 

Prayer Intentions:  We pray for... 

• Taylor, who is ill with the flu. She has 11 children and 

struggles to   recover. God bless her and strengthen her; 

• complete healing for Jessica Cottrell who has growing  

cancerous  tumors, an increased amount of chemotherapy 

with increased side effects. We also ask for prayer for her 

family and six beautiful children.  

• Bonnie and complete healing from my recent surgery we 

also pray for her children and grandchildren to return to 

the Holy Catholic Church.  

• Sean Condon and family, Judy’s brother and sister-in-law 

are planning his gender transition surgery  

• Kathryn who is expecting her first baby on January 15th  

• for successful treatment of Michael's PTSD 

• Mike's continued recovery from cancer 

• the victims of violence 

• the repose of the soul of Phil Guichet, Ella Louie, Johnny 

Walker, Reggie Wade, and Fiona Rodriguez; 

• my sister Bea and her husband Jesse who have been  

tested positive for Covid; 

• all who have lost their jobs, especially due to no fault of 

their own. May they all find rewarding and stable opportu-

nities very soon;  

• Clarisa’s brother-in-law Cletis as he battles cancer, for her 

friend Patty Arnold as she starts chemotherapy in         

December for bile duct and pancreatic cancers, for 

Clarisa’s health to stabilize--especially the digestive     

challenges, and that she is able to keep her job and not be 

laid off in January; 

• prayers of thanksgiving that Clarisa is now two years in 

cancer remission and can now graduate to a twice-a-year 

scan for follow-ups and bloodwork in between scans; 

• fraternity brothers and sisters that are ill, Lord comfort 

them and bring them peace as they heal; 

• fraternity brothers and sisters that are not able to make it 

to our monthly gathering, may the Lord comfort them, 

bring them joy and peace; 

• blessings upon Manuel Cortez,  Patricia Romano, Teresa 

Stadelman, Carlos & Socorro Medina, Liz Harris           

celebrating the anniversary of their profession.            

Lord hear our prayers. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe –Pray for Us         

Feast Day-December 12 



December Profession Anniversaries 

On December 8, 2022, I will celebrate 

my 20th year as a Secular Franciscan. 

My profession took place in Denver, 

Colorado, and I served for years on the 

fraternity and regional councils. After 

moving to Texas, I joined the St. Padre Pio Fraternity. 

Since childhood I have always been fascinated with, and 

grateful for, God’s creation of the miraculous sky, sea, 

and earth. It is no surprise to me 

that one of my favorite books is the 

Book of    Genesis.  I never tire of 

reading, or hearing, the beginning 

passages when God creates the 

universe. 

When I learned about Francis, it was evident that he    

understood and embraced the connectedness of all of 

God’s creations. It was as if I had met a friend. 

Francis is frequently depicted with birds and other      

animals. One of my own favorite apostolates is to set food 

out every day for the wild birds near 

me, especially in bad weather when 

food might be sparse. It gives me joy to 

watch them land in the trees and make 

their way to the feeders. I hope one day to travel to Assisi 

and see the  natural landscape where Francis walked and 

lived. 

Being a Secular Franciscan, and being able to share this 

calling with the remarkable people in my fraternity, has 

been a true blessing. 

 

 

Blessings, 

Patricia Romano, ofs 

 

What makes me laugh the most is hearing stories from our 

six children and nine grandchildren particularly about    

occurrences when they were growing up and Mary Alice 

and I were oblivious to what was 

going on!  Sometimes   instead of 

laughing we want to choke 

them!  But, we have been blessed 

with good children and we love them all!  They and the pro-

spect of our first great grandchild (a girl) next March brings 

us great joy and gratitude to our loving Heavenly Father! 

 

About singing at a Karaoke night, well, I have never been to 

one and would only want to go to one, if I knew brother 

Tom would be singing.  It would be a moment of grace for 

me to practice multiple virtues especially patience, fortitude 

and enduring love in the midst of redemptive suffering. 

 

I am reading Steinbeck’s “The Grapes of 

Wrath” right now.  I like the American   

writers and poets and one of my favorites is 

Willa Cather’s “My Ántonia” and “Death 

Comes for the Archbishop."  

Another thought about an interesting experience that    

probably none of you know about.  In 1989 we travelled to 

China and were there in Beijing during the Tiananmen 

Square uprising.  Mary Alice, I and a couple we were travel-

ing with had gone to eat at a restaurant and on the way back 

to the hotel were taken to the Square and we all marched 

with the students around the square.  This was before the 

tanks arrived.  We were subsequently all (the tour we were 

traveling with) flown out of Beijing in a military plane and 

we continued our tour in Xi’an and vis-

ited the Terra Cotta Soldiers   excava-

tion site before continuing on our 

tour.  Not until we were in Hong Kong 

did we learn of the massacre that had occurred while we 

were in China for the Chinese government was censoring 

the news in the country.  

 

Blessings,       

Manuel Cortez, ofs                                                   

 



 

 

Our JPIC Apostolate meets on the third Saturday of the 

month.  We meet in the HEB parking lot on Wells Branch 

Parkway and IH35 at 9:30 am.  

With the Amazon Wish List, you can participate in the  

fraternity apostolate by purchasing items from the list at the link below, and they will be delivered 

directly  to Gina!  

 https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1K579BXKX1VMJ?

ref=cm_sw_em_r_un_un_0LJZL2i6ZyYLv 

 

 

JPIC 

 

 

 

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONSEPTION-December 8 

O Most Holy Virgin, immaculate in body and spirit, look kindly on me as I      

implore your powerful intercession. O most Holy Mother, receive my prayers as 

I present them to God. O Mary, Mother of Jesus and our Mother, you intercede 

for us with your Son. O Mary conceived without sin, pray for us who have re-

course to thee. Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception, pray for us. Our Lady 

of Guadalupe, pray for us. Our Lady Queen of Christendom, pray for us. Amen.  

December Profession Anniversaries 

Teresa Stadelman 

 

Carlos and Socorro                            

Medina 
Liz Harris 

A founding member of                   

St. Padre Pio Fraternity 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1K579BXKX1VMJ?ref=cm_sw_em_r_un_un_0LJZL2i6ZyYLv

